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Name:       Dates: September and part of October 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 10 Unit Plan: Grammar, Vocabulary, Writing 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed:  

C.C. 1.5.10 A-C, D-F, C.C.1.7.10A, C.C.1.4.10 B,C, C.C.1.9.10A 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand: 

1. Vocabulary expansion impacts writing 
effectiveness. (CC.1.7.10.A) 

2. Accurate spelling, parts of speech, and 
definitions of words aid in clear understanding 
of content. (CC.1.5.10.F) 

3. Good grammar allows for clarity when reading 
and writing.  (CC1.5.10.D) 

4. Crafting an effective essay requires the use of 
transitions, support, and examples. 
(CC.1.5.10.A, CC.1.5.10.B, CC.1.5.10C, 
CC.1.510.E, CC.1.5.10.F, CC.1.4.10.B, 
CC1.4.10.C, CC1.9.10.A) 

Essential Question(s): 

 How can understanding words improve daily 
communication?  (CC.1.7.10.A) 

 How does correct spelling affect accuracy of 
communication? (CC.1.5.10.F) 

 Why does grammar matter? (CC1.5.10.D) 
 How do I organize an essay, and how do I 

express my ideas clearly in writing? 
(CC.1.5.10.A, CC.1.5.10.B, CC.1.5.10C, 
CC.1.510.E, CC.1.5.10.F, CC.1.4.10.B, 
CC1.4.10.C, CC1.9.10.A) 

Learning Objectives:  

Students will know . . .    

 Organizational techniques to use to write a 
coherent essay (ex: subtle transitions) 

 Importance of details and text support in 
compositions 

 Rules for agreement, voice, tense, 
punctuation, and parallelism 

Students will be able to . . . 

 Write a coherent essay using transitions and 
text support/examples 

 Implement grammatical knowledge while 
writing to correct grammatical errors 

 Complete teacher-made handouts/SAT prep 
handouts focusing on grammar 

Name: Dates: September - October 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 10 (0127 only) Unit Plan: Odyssey 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed:  

C.C. 1.1.10A-E, 1.3.10.A-D, C.C.1.2.10 A, C.C.1.4.10 B-C, C.C.1.5.10.A-E, C.C.1.9.10.A 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand: 

1. Poetry provides insight into our society, 
culture, and human condition.  (CC.1.1.10.A) 

2. A text’s structure and its author’s style help a 
reader better understand its meaning. 
(CC.1.1.10.D, CC1.1.10.E, CC.1.2.10.A, 
CC.1.3.10.A, CC.1.3.10.C, CC.1.3.10.D)  

3. Theme helps us to determine a poem’s 
purpose. (CC.1.3.10.B, CC.1.3.10.C) 

4. Vocabulary expansion impacts writing 
effectiveness. (CC.1.1.10.B) 

5. Accurate spelling, parts of speech, and 

Essential Question(s): 

 
 Why is poetry important? (CC.1.1.10.A) 
 How can literature help us to understand our 

world, past and present? (CC.1.1.10.A) 
 How does one read/analyze an epic poem and 

determine its purpose? (CC.1.1.10.D, 
CC1.1.10.E, CC.1.2.10.A, CC.1.3.10.A, 
CC.1.3.10.C, CC.1.3.10.D) 

 How did Homer create an interesting story? 
(CC.1.1.10.D, CC1.1.10.E, CC.1.2.10.A, 
CC.1.3.10.A, CC.1.3.10.C, CC.1.3.10.D) 

 How can understanding words improve daily 



definitions of words aid in clear understanding 
of content.  (CC.1.1.10.C)      

6. Good grammar allows for clarity when reading 
and writing. (CC1.5.10.D) 

7. Crafting an effective essay requires the use of 
transitions, support, and examples.  
(CC1.2.10.C, CC.1.5.10.A, CC.1.5.10.B, 
CC.1.5.10C, CC.1.510.E, CC.1.5.10.F, 
CC.1.4.10.B, CC1.4.10.C, CC1.9.10.A) 

communication? (CC.1.1.10.B) 
 How does correct spelling affect accuracy of 

communication? (CC.1.1.10.C) 
 Why does grammar matter? (CC1.5.10.D) 
 How do I organize an essay and express my 

ideas clearly in writing? (CC1.2.10.C, 
CC.1.5.10.A, CC.1.5.10.B, CC.1.5.10C, 
CC.1.510.E, CC.1.5.10.F, CC.1.4.10.B, 
CC1.4.10.C, CC1.9.10.A) 

Learning Objectives:  
Students will know . . . 

 Major themes present in The Odyssey 
 Background information including the Trojan 

War, The Iliad, and Homer 
 The following terms to The Odyssey:  oral 

tradition, epic, epic hero, epic simile, 
rhapsode, myth, dramatic irony, epithet, 
double determination, and deliberation scene 

 The plot and literary techniques used in The 
Odyssey 

Students will be able to… 

 Compose a coherent essay on the plot, 
themes, and/or literary techniques used in The 
Odyssey 

 Provide supporting details from the text to 
establish the major themes 

 Compare obstacles from The Odyssey to 
reality  

 Answer questions from the book and handout 
in class and discussions 

Name: Dates:  Mid/End October - December 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 10 Unit Plan: The Novel – To Kill a Mockingbird  

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed:  

CC.1.10.A, CC.1.1.10B, CC.1.1.10C, CC.1.1.10D; CC.1.1.10E. CC.1.2.10A, CC.1.2.10D, CC.1.3.10A, 
CC.1.3.10B, CC.1.3.10C, CC.1.4.10B, CC.1.4.10C, CC1.5.10A-F 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand: 

1. Literature contains experiences, life lessons, 
and conflicts we can learn from and use in our 
daily lives.  (1.1.10.A, 1.1.10D, 1.1.10E, 
1.2.10A, 1.2.10D, 1.3.10.A, 1.3.10B, 1.3.10C) 

2. Vocabulary expansion impacts writing 
effectiveness.(1.1.10B, 1.1.10C) 

3. Accurate spelling, parts of speech, and 
definitions of words aid in clear understanding 
of content. (1.1.10B, 1.1.10C)      

4. Good grammar allows for clarity when reading 
and writing. (1.4.10B) 

5. Crafting an effective essay requires the use of 
transitions, support, and examples (1.4.10.B, 
1.4.10C, 1.5.10.A-F) 

Essential Question(s): 

 How can novels reveal truths? (1.1.10.A, 
1.1.10D, 1.1.10E, 1.2.10A, 1.2.10D, 1.3.10.A, 
1.3.10B, 1.3.10C) 

 How can understanding words improve daily 
communication?  (1.1.10B, 1.1.10C) 

 How does correct spelling affect accuracy of 
communication? (1.1.10B, 1.1.10C)      

 Why does grammar matter? (1.4.10B) 
 How do I organize an essay? (1.4.10.B, 

1.4.10C) 
 How do I express my ideas clearly in writing?  

(1.4.10.B, 1.4.10C 1.5.10.A-F) 

Learning Objectives:   
Students will know . . .  

 Plot of novel 
 Definitions and use of literary terms including 

symbolism, point of view, mirror pairs, foil 
pairs, theme, setting, protagonist, external 
conflict, and internal conflict 

 Importance of time period to novel’s plot 
 Meaning of novel’s title     

Students will be able to . . . 

 Analyze novel (plot, characters, and literary 
elements) through in class writing/composition. 

 Craft and discuss thematic statements for 
novel. 

 Discuss characters who are mockingbirds and 
the reasons why they are mockingbirds. 

 Complete teacher-made handouts. 



 Discuss/analyze author’s purpose as well as 
the impact the setting has on the plot. 

  

Name: Dates: January and part of February 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 10  Unit Plan: The Research Project based on To Kill a 
Mockingbird or a nonfiction non-print text 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed:  

CC.1.1.10B, CC.1.1.10C, CC.1.1.10D, CC.1.2.10B, CC.1.2.10C, CC.1.4.10B, CC.1.5.10A, CC.1.5.10B, 
CC.1.5.10C, CC.1.5.10D, CC.1.5.10E, CC.1.5.10F, CC.1.6.10B, CC.1.8.10A, CC.1.8.10B, CC.1.8.10C, 
CC.1.9.10A 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand: 

1. Research provides a way to expand one’s 
knowledge.  (1.1.10.D, 1.2.10.B, 1.2.10C) 

2. Research follows a process of sequential 
steps.  (1.8.10A, 1.8.10.C, 1.9.10A) 

3. The researcher must attribute ideas and 
information to source  (1.8.10.B) 

4. Vocabulary expansion impacts writing 
effectiveness.  (1.1.10B, 1.1.10C) 

5. Accurate spelling, parts of speech, and 
definitions of words aid in clear understanding 
of content.  (1.1.10B, 1.1.10C)      

6. Good grammar allows for clarity when reading 
and writing.  (1.4.10B) 

7. Crafting an effective essay/speech requires 
the use of transitions, support, and examples.  
(1.4.10.B, 1.5.10A, 1.5.10.B, 1.5.10C, 
1.5.10.D, 1.5.10.E, 1.5.10F 1.6.10.B) 

Essential Question(s): 

 How can a person expand his/her research 
skills? (1.8.10A, 1.8.10.C, 1.9.10A) 

 In what ways do expanding research skills 
subsequently expand one’s knowledge?  
(1.1.10.D, 1.2.10.B, 1.2.10C) 

 What is the research paper process?  (1.8.10A, 
1.8.10.C, 1.9.10A) 

 Credit appears in what manner and cases?  
(1.8.10.B) 

 How can understanding words improve daily 
communication? (1.1.10B, 1.1.10C) 

 How does correct spelling affect accuracy of 
communication?  (1.1.10B, 1.1.10C) 

 Why does grammar matter? (1.4.10B) 

 How do I express my ideas clearly in 
writing?(1.4.10.B, 1.5.10A, 1.5.10.B, 1.5.10C, 
1.5.10.D, 1.5.10.E, 1.5.10F 1.6.10.B) 

Learning Objectives:   

Students will know . . .   

 The reasons for/importance of correct and 
proper documentation 

 Location of pertinent library sources 
 Steps to follow to complete research process 
 How to organize their ideas and their findings 
  

 

  Students will be able to . . . 

 Select and narrow topic 
 Assemble working bibliography 
 Locate and evaluate sources 
 Compose outline 
 Document correctly 
 Compose works cited 
 Focus on thesis assertion 

Name: Dates: February - March 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 10 Unit Plan: Short Stories and Nonfiction Essays 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

CC.1.1.10A, CC.1.1.10B, CC.1.1.10C, CC.1.1.10D, CC.1.2.10A, CC.1.2.10B, CC.1.2.10C, CC.1.2.10D, 
CC.1.3.10A, CC.1.3.10B, CC.1.3.10C, CC.1.4.10B, CC.1.4.10B, CC.1.4.10C, CC.1.5.10A-F, 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand: 

1. Literature, both fiction and nonfiction, contains 

Essential Question(s): 

 How can short stories and essays reveal truth? 



experiences, life lessons, and conflicts 
readers can learn from and use in their daily 
lives. (1.1.10.A, 1.1.10.D, 1.2.10.A, 1.2.10.B, 
1.2.10.C, 1.2.10.D, 1.3.10.A, 1.3.10.B, 
1.3.10.C)  

2. Vocabulary expansion impacts writing 
effectiveness. (1.1.10.B, 1.1.10.C)  

3. Accurate spelling, parts of speech, and 
definitions of words aid in clear understanding 
of content. (1.1.10. B, 1.1.10.C)      

4. Good grammar allows for clarity when reading 
and writing. (1.4.10.B) 

5. Crafting an effective essay requires the use of 
transitions, support, and examples. (1. 4.10. 
B, 1.4.10.C, 1.5.10.A-F) 

 
Speaking and Listening Standards: 
1. (1.6.10.A-B) 

(1.1.10.A, 1.1.10.D, 1.2.10. A, 1.2.10.B, 
1.2.10.C, 1.2.10.D, 1.3.10.A, 1.3.10.B, 
1.3.10.C)  

 How can understanding words improve daily 
communication? (1.1.10.B, 1.1.10.C)  

 How does correct spelling affect accuracy of 
communication? (1.1.10.B, 1.1.10.C)      

 Why does grammar matter? (1.4.10.B) 
 How do I organize an essay? (1.4.10.B, 

1.4.10.C, 1.5.10.A-F) 
 How do I express my ideas clearly in writing? 

(1.4.10.B, 1.4.10.C, 1.5.10.A-F) 
 To what extent does literature help us 

understand our world, past and present? 
(1.1.10.A, 1.1.10.D, 1.2.10.A, 1.2.10.B, 
1.2.10.C, 1.2.10.D, 1.3.10.A, 1.3.10.B, 
1.3.10.C)  

Learning Objectives:   
Students will know . . . 

 Definitions for literary elements used including 
climax, characterization, theme, suspense, 
plot, conflict, irony, setting, point of view, 
mood, and tone. 

 Plot of each work of literature. 
 Themes of each work of literature as well as 

work’s timelessness and relevance. 

Students will be able to . . . 

 Determine characters’ conflicts and motivations 
 Determine effectiveness of setting  
 Chart the plot  
 Craft thematic statements and discuss work’s 

relevance to today’s culture 

Name:  Dates: April 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 10 Unit Plan: Poetry 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

CC.1.1.10A, CC.1.10B, CC.1.1.10C, CC.1.1.10D, CC.1.2.10A, CC.1.2.10D, CC.1.3.10A, CC.1.3.10.B, 
CC.1.3.10C, CC.1.3.10D, CC.1.1.4.10B, CC.1.5.10A-F, CC1.6.10A-B 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand: 

1. Poetry provides insight into our society, 
culture, and human condition. (1.1.10.A, 
1.1.10.D, 1.2.10.A, 1.2.10.D, 1.3.10.A, 
1.3.10.B, 1.3.10.C, 1.3.10.D)  

2. Theme helps us to determine a poem’s 
purpose. (1.1.10.A, 1.2.10.A, 1.3.10.D) 

3. Vocabulary expansion impacts writing 
effectiveness. (1.1.10.B, 1.1.10.C) 

4. Accurate spelling, parts of speech, and 
definitions of words aid in clear understanding 
of content. (1.1.10.B, 1.1.10.C)      

5. Good grammar allows for clarity when reading 
and writing. (1.1.4.10.B) 

6. Crafting an effective essay requires the use of 
transitions, support, and examples. (1.4.10.B, 
1.5.10.A-F) 

 

Essential Question(s): 

 
 Why is poetry important? (1.1.10.A, 1.1.10.D, 

1.2.10.A, 1.2.10.D, 1.3.10.A, 1.3.10.B, 
1.3.10.C, 1.3.10.D)  

 How does one read/analyze a poem? 
(1.1.10.A, 1.2.10.A, 1.3.10.D) 

 What purpose does this poem serve? 
(1.1.10.A, 1.2.10.A, 1.3.10.D) 

 How can understanding words improve daily 
communication? (1.1.10.B, 1.1.10.C) 

 How does correct spelling affect accuracy of 
communication? Accurate spelling, parts of 
speech, and definitions of words aid in clear 
understanding of content. (1.1.10.B, 1.1.10.C) 

 Why does grammar matter? (1.1.4.10.B) 
 How do I organize an essay? (1.4.10.B, 

1.5.10.A-F) 



Speaking and Listening Standards: 
1. (1.6.10.A-B) 

 How do I express my ideas clearly in writing? 
(1.4.10.B, 1.5.10.A-F) 

Learning Objectives:  

Students will know . . . 

 Classifications of poems (narrative, sonnet, 
ballet, lyric, elegy) 

 Figurative language techniques (metaphor, 
simile, personification, assonance, alliteration) 

 Techniques used to craft poetry (meter, 
rhyme, free verse, tone) 

Students will be able to . . . 

 Define, identify, and discuss effective of poetic 
techniques 

 Analyze structure of a poem 
 Determine meaning of a poem 

Name:  Dates: May 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 10 Unit Plan: Romeo and Juliet 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

CC.1.1.10B, CC.1.1.10C, CC.1.2.10A, CC.1.2.10D, CC.1.3.10A, CC.1.3.10B, CC.1.3.10C, CC.1.3.10D, 
CC.1.4.10B, CC.1.5.10A-F, CC.1.6.10A-B 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand: 

1. How the concept of tragedy is defined. 
(1.3.10.A) 

2. Shakespeare uses his work to provide insight 
into the human condition. (1.3.10.A, 1.3.10.D, 
1.2.10.A, 1.2.10.D, 1.3.10.B, 1.3.10.C) 

3. Vocabulary expansion impacts writing 
effectiveness. (1.1.10.B, 1.1.10.C) 

4. Accurate spelling, parts of speech, and 
definitions of words aid in clear understanding 
of content. (1.1.10.B, 1.1.10.C)      

5. Good grammar allows for clarity when reading 
and writing. (1.4.10.B) 

6. Crafting an effective essay requires the use of 
transitions, support, and examples. (1.4.10.B, 
1.5.10.A-F) 

 
Speaking and Listening Standards: 
1. (1.6.10.A-B) 

Essential Question(s): 

 What is a tragedy? (1.3.10.A) 
 How can a drama reveal truth? (1.3.10.A, 

1.3.10.D, 1.2.10.A, 1.2.10.D, 1.3.10.B, 
1.3.10.C) 

 How can understanding words improve daily 
communication? (1.1.10.B, 1.1.10.C) 

 How does correct spelling affect accuracy of 
communication? (1.1.10.B, 1.1.10.C)      

 Why does grammar matter? (1.4.10.B) 
 How do I organize an essay? (1.4.10.B, 

1.5.10.A-F) 
 How do I express my ideas clearly in writing? 

(1.4.10.B, 1.5.10.A-F) 
 To what extent does literature help us 

understand our world, past and present? 
(1.3.10.A, 1.3.10.D, 1.2.10.A, 1.2.10.D, 
1.3.10.B, 1.3.10.C) 

Learning Objectives:  
Students will know . . .      

 Criteria of a tragedy 
 Definitions of related literary terms including 

act, scene, protagonist, climax, catastrophe, 
rising action, falling action, foil pairs, and 
suspense. 

 Plot and structure of play. 

Students will be able to . . . 

 Identify and discuss literary elements used 
 Chart plot of play 
 Craft thematic statements about play 
 Analyze play through in-class writing 

 Complete teacher-made handouts 

 


